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Background 
With reference to the Outcome of PRESSURE 4-2016 Meeting, the city of St. Petersburg has arranged a study 
visit of the group of HELCOM experts to Krasny Bor toxic wastes dumpsite on 10 June 2016. Coalition Clean 
Baltic took part in the visit and would like to inform about the following observations made prior and during 
the visit: 

− the site has stopped reception of hazardous wastes from 2015, as stipulated by the decision of the 
municipal court of the town of Tosno (municipality, where the site is located) and implemented by the 
Government of St. Petersburg (as the owner of the facility); however the license (permit) of the facility 
has not been called back to allow the site its operational activity (decommission process); 

− the situation at the site, as it stands now, is monitored by the St. Petersburg Committee for Nature Use 
and Environmental Safety, as well as by relevant federal authorities; 

− the site has accumulated ca. 2 million m3 of hazardous wastes in its storages (both liquid and solid 
fractions contained in several capped and open pits); 

− currently, the only mitigation measures applied at the site are natural geological conditions (quaternary 
clays), containment dikes, outer and inner circuits of stormwater collection canals and a treatment plant 
for stormwaters being collected from those canals; the treatment plant consists of a flotation chamber, 
sand/gravel and activated carbon filters, being rinsed on regular intervals by a boiled water, without 
proper regeneration; the stormwater treatment plant is believed to function only during warm season 
and the level of treatment remains unknown (no data provided in written); 

− the St. Petersburg authorities have started taking immediate response actions to put the impacts of the 
site under control, e.g. designing and implementing by September-October 2016 a cover to reduce the 
amount of precipitation filling-in the open waste storages; it would consist of floating pontoon system 
covered by HDPE, thus reducing the risk of an accidental overflow and breakthrough of the defending 
dikes; this activity is planned to be financed from the emergency reserve fund of the Governor of St. 
Petersburg; 

− simultaneously, the work is ongoing to undertake additional investigations that would fill-in existing 
knowledge and data gaps, in order to decide upon further remediation strategy; 

− preliminary, such remediation plan/strategy would include: 
− covering of open waste storages (see above) 
− expanding existing stormwater treatment plant with pre-treatment and final photolytic ozonation to be 

able to treat also contaminated liquid fraction from the open storages; 
− lowering down the contaminated water level in open storages 
− stabilisation of the remaining heavy fractions in the open storages by cement or any other containment 

technology 
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− also the site has started recovery of old car tyres, being stored at the site, into "fuel chips" 
− the remediation plan/strategy is planned to be drafted within 2016 and presented to the authorities and 

public hearings; 
− expansion of the wastewater treatment plant is planned to be accomplished with a funding applied from 

the Federal Targeted Programme for remediation of accumulated environmental damage; 
− relevant mitigation measures should be thoroughly investigated with potential involvement of external 

expertise; no funding is so far ensured for these works. 

Based on the above, CCB would like to express its gratitude to the St. Petersburg authorities for the 
opportunity to visit the site and discuss the remediation plans in rather open and constructive manner. 
However, CCB would like to point to the following preliminary conclusions after the visit: 

− given the information compiled and provided by the authorities, as well as by experts and NGOs, the 
environmental impact of the site on the Gulf of Finland and the Baltic Sea is potentially significant, cannot 
be underestimated and should be minimised in order to avoid catastrophic consequences due to ageing 
of the facility, increased risks of flooding and overflows from the site (taking into account foreseen 
climate change implications) and uncertainty of permeation of toxic chemicals into the ground water; 

− with decommissioning of the Kransy Bor toxic waste dumpsite there is no other facility for handling such 
type of wastes in the North-West Federal District of Russia, consisting of several federal provinces with 
rather high concentration of industries, while the flows of such wastes are believed to be considerably 
significant; 

− better transparency and openness is needed with regards to availability of data, both on chemical and 
physical properties of the wastes accumulated at the dumpsite, as well on treatment efficiency (incoming 
and outgoing concentrations of pollutants) of the stormwater treatment plant in order to make any 
qualified proposals for a potential remediation measures that could be applied; 

− a legal act, establishing the basis for decommissioning and remediation of the dumpsite, should be 
adopted by St. Petersburg authorities; such legal act should include (or demand to develop) clear action 
plan and time schedule for the decommission process; 

− technical solutions under remediation strategy should be considered and implemented only after 
thorough investigation of the composition of stored wastes, as otherwise suggested technologies may 
fail (e.g. floating pontoons may be destroyed by highly aggressive chemicals stored in the open waste 
pits and hence will not prevent rainfall filling-in the pits, likewise planned waste water treatment should 
be enhanced to address the wide range of pollutants that might be expected in accumulated mass of 
wastes; 

− better communication between the authorities and various stakeholders (e.g. general public and civil 
society organizations) should be established in order to release current tension and find most suitable 
remediation solution 

− public procurement process for the remediation activities should be transparent and allowing interested 
parties to access procurement documentation in an open manner; same applies for potential 
international financing of the remediation process; 

− authorities of the city of St. Petersburg, Leningrad Oblast and the Russian Federation should urgently 
identify measures to allow for safe handling of hazardous toxic wastes in the North-West Federal District; 
in a long run a strategy to minimize hazardous wastes generation should aim at substitution/phasing out 
of hazardous substances from production processes; 

− HELCOM should consider establishing an ad hoc technical expert group to monitor the process of 
remediation of this and other remaining HELCOM hot spots. 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to consider presented observations and preliminary conclusions. 
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